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WANBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of Wanborough Parish Council held on 4th 
November 2013 in Wanborough Village Hall, High Street, Wanborough at 19.30. 
 
PRESENT: Mr G Sumner (Chairman) Mr C Offer (Vice-Chairman), Mr D Hayward, 

Mr B Biggs, Mr Andrew Bennett, Mr C Hayes, Mr R Whitfield 
 
In Attendance Mrs A J Raymond (Clerk), Andy Cattermole (Taylor Wimpey) plus 
four other colleagues from Taylor Wimpey and 23 members of Public 
 
1. Apologies: Mr W Suter, Mr P Warensjo, Mrs D Stalker, Mr W J Smith 
 
2. Declaration of interest: None 
 
Mr Gary Sumner welcomed everyone to a Special Meeting of Wanborough Parish 
Council to discuss the planning application to build 12 new dwellings north of Stanley 
Close.  He confirmed that the application has gained planning permission; therefore 
the aim of this meeting is to discuss the building programme of this development. 
 
Andy Cattermole (Taylor Wimpey) confirmed that there will be an onsite manager at 
this development during the whole time of construction.  At the moment Simon Cook 
is the contact but they are in the process of appointing another person.  
 
ACTION Taylor Wimpey to provide contact details of onsite manager to Parish 
Council 
 
Andy Cattermole confirmed details of the vehicular access to the site during 
construction stating:- 

 They have prepared a construction plan that has been sent to SBC confirming 
that there will be no deliveries before 9.30am and after 2.30pm to avoid 
school times.  Parish Council or residents can report any vehicles not obeying 
these rules to the site manager. 

 Large delivery lorries are not allowed; there will only be one occasion when 
the JCB’s etc are delivered on site when a large lorry will be required, all other 
deliveries will be from rigid smaller lorries.   

 It is a confined site so contractor parking needs to be kept to a minimum; 
therefore they will be carrying out the build of the shell of all the houses at the 
same time first so that scaffolding etc can be moved at the same time allowing 
more areas for contractor parking on site. 

 They will have a wheel cleaning area on site to help prevent mud spreading to 
other roads in the village. 

 There will be a temporary hard standing area at the top of Stanley Close 
which is within the development site that they will use for vehicles to park until 
hard standing area can be put in the main area.  They are aiming to tarmac 
the road by Christmas 2013. 
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The development is likely to take in the region of 12 months; they plan to start work 
the middle of next week (11th November onwards), they expect the first occupant to 
move in around September 2014. 
 
A resident raised concerns about flooding of their property especially with the 
proposed hard standing area. Taylor Wimpey replied stating that during construction 
the hard standing area will be porous material; this hard standing area is only 
temporary as once the development is complete as part of the offsite drainage 
scheme there will be an attenuation pond with underground storage tank that will 
take the water from the site and improve the drainage. 
 
Offsite drainage was discussed. Taylor Wimpey confirmed details stating that they 
have to ensure that there is nil run off surface water from the field which is why they 
have the attenuation pond and underground storage tank at the bottom of the 
development. They have additional drainage under plot 7 and at the top of the 
development. All driveways will be of a porous material with drains underneath.  
They confirmed that the offsite drainage proposals have been agreed with Swindon 
Borough Council. 
 
Mr Andrew Bennett asked if they had now received permission from Swindon 
Borough Council to clear the ditches at Church Road. Taylor Wimpey confirmed that 
they had submitted the application, they are now waiting for Swindon Borough 
Council to confirm. 
 
Mr Gary Sumner asked at what stage within the development process would the 
ditch that runs from the top of Springlines Meadow and along the footpath next to 
Springlines be cleared.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that this has be done at the same 
time and not in stages and they plan to clear the ditches from the bottom to the top; it 
is not planned to do this until after the houses have been built.  Mr Gary Sumner 
raised concerns that if that ditch is not cleared prior to commencement of building 
work and there is heavy rain this could result if problems for the houses along 
Springlines as more water will head in their direction. 
 
Mr Andrew Bennett asked if the bund on Bloor land had now been properly 
assessed.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that they had only carried out a visual 
inspection.  Mr Gary Sumner stated that Parish Council would like the reassurance 
from Taylor Wimpey that the bund will be properly assessed as part of their offsite 
drainage scheme.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that they would do this. 
 
A resident asked if footpath 14 would be improved as part of the development.  
Taylor Wimpey confirmed that this footpath would remain open during construction 
work and they are planning to make improvements to it.  She also asked if the trees 
that have Tree Preservation Orders on would be properly protected. Taylor Wimpey 
confirmed that there is a scheme in place to put protection around the trees. 
 
A resident stated that as part of the original drainage plans where the ditch meets 
The Beanlands, Taylor Wimpey were due to increase the size of the pipe, now they 
note on the plans there is no proposal to do this.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that 
Thames Water have asked that this pipe is not increased in size which is why they 
are not proposing to do it. They confirmed that the dams proposed on the ditch 



 

 

612 

further up should slow the flow of water before it reaches The Beanlands.  The 
resident stated that Thames Water have told them that they don’t own the culvert, 
also Swindon Borough Council have had to come a clean out the pipe on several 
occasions because the pipe regularly becomes blocked up resulting in water pouring 
over the top.  Mr Gary Sumner stated that Parish Council are due to meet with 
Thames Water on Thursday 7th November they will check with them then as to why 
they don’t want the pipe increased in size.  He also asked for confirmation as to who 
owns the culvert and pipe; it was suggested contacting Swindon Borough Council for 
confirmation. 
 
A question was raised about the future maintenance of the ditches, trees and 
storage water tank.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that during construction Taylor 
Wimpey will be responsible. Once all the houses are occupied a management 
company will be appointed; the new owners will pay a monthly amount of money into 
a fund that will be used for future maintenance.  Concerns were raised about how 
well this will work, whether they will have a programme of work that they will need to 
keep to, and whether Parish Council or other residents will be able to contact the 
management company if there are any issues.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that the 
type of company they are looking to use will be a well established company with 
experience in this area.  Mr Gary Sumner asked if Taylor Wimpey would keep Parish 
Council updated on who they propose to appoint as the management company. 
 
A resident had submitted a list of questions to Taylor Wimpey which they asked for a 
response to:- 

 They asked if the ditch along Springlines Meadow would cope with the level 
of water. Taylor Wimpey confirmed that it would cope; he also confirmed that 
the proposed ditch work on Church Road would contain some of the water 
and reduce the amount that flows down this ditch. 

 They asked who is responsible for the future clearance of the dams along the 
ditch. Taylor Wimpey confirmed that this will be the responsibility of the land 
owner.  Mr Gary Sumner asked who this is. Taylor Wimpey confirmed that it 
is privately owned and did not feel appropriate to state who they are as they 
are a resident. Taylor Wimpey are currently in discussions with the owner. 

 They asked if the proposed bund could be extended further down the path 
and could it be planted on top to provide privacy to the residents in 
Springlines.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that they would consider this. 

 
Mr Gary Sumner suggested that as there were a number of questions, whether these 
could be discussed with Taylor Wimpey as the end of the meeting and checked to 
see if there were any further questions from residents. 
 
A resident asked whether Stanley Close will be resurfaced once construction has 
finished as there is likely to be damage due to utility work.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed 
that they are not due to completely resurface this road, but areas dug up will 
obviously be repaired. 
 
A resident asked for reassurance that construction vehicles would not be parked on 
Stanley Close.  Taylor Wimpey confirmed that there will be an area on site for 
construction vehicles. There may be a period of time while an area is constructed on 
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site when vehicles will need to park on Stanley Close but this is not expected to be 
longer than a couple of weeks. 
 
A resident asked if there would be an opportunity during construction to meet with 
Taylor Wimpey to answer questions and for further updates.  Taylor Wimpey 
confirmed that they would be happy to attend further Parish Council meetings.  
Parish Council agreed that this would be a good suggestion. 
 
A resident asked if the contact details for the site manager could be published in the 
Lyden magazine. Parish Council agreed to arrange this. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 21.05 
  


